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wrong with the pipes. There was no one to take the Initiative
any longer-, and they were not repaired. On the hill stands
the rusty tank and the pumps are Idle. The people take their
pails to the pool as they used to do, and meet and chat there
on the mild evenings, and seeing the early primroses and the
hazel catkins hanging like sunlit rain, and the quivering
blue-clear water In Its little hollow, tell each other again what
wonderful good water that is, and what a blessing It is to the
village to have a spring like that just a few minutes5 walk
from their doors.

When he had completed the new cottages and laid water
to them from the Springs, Squire Park built a school as a
memorial to his sister who had recently died. Universal edu-
cation was as yet an ideal, rosy as it was distant. Squire Park
was more concerned to teach local patriotism than a smat-
tering of wider culture. Nor did it occur to him, any more
than to other pioneers, to doubt that, having been taught to
read, the people would raise themselves to the level of stan-
dard literature rather than that standard literature would
lower Itself to theirs. Anyhow he was a realist to this extent;
since the lives of the majority would be spent In their parish
he considered It less important that they should know the
capitals of the world than what lay at their own doors. The
history and geography they learnt was mostly local, but it
gave them an added interest in their own environment.

Twopence a week was the nominal fee; and all attended.
For in this one Instance class barriers were set aside, and there
was no social stigma In the rector's children taking lessons
with the labourer's. At the same time the squire built a read-
Ing room, where In the evenings the older men would come
to be taught to read and write. Some of them were satisfied
if they could learn just to write their names. There is one who
can still remember guiding the hands of aged men over the
paper.

The squire himself was growing old, and was reminded of
the fact by the death of his bailiff after several years' retire-